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Advertiſement. 


Erauſe ſome may be offended at the Freedom and Plain- 
dealing uſed in theſe Papers, it is fit, 

1. To acquaint them that it was thought neceſſary; partly 
to manifeſt the Tuſtice of the Attions of the preſent King 
and Queen, the Parliament and Nation, in the late Revo- 
lution, and preſent Settlement ; and partly for 4 greater 


; purpoſe than that, viz. To manifeſt the Righteous ot 
r 


ments of God upon that Family, for the 

and neceſſary Caution to them that come after, that t 
may be humbled under the mighty Hand of God, and uſe 
all good Means to avert the Courſe of thoſe Judgments 
from themſelves : and to awaken the Nation. | 

2. To admoniſh them to conſider, Whether their Offence 
be reaſonably taken, ſo long as we ſee ſo much, ( not honeſt 
Freedom, but) Impious Licentionſneſs, Preſumption againſt 
God, and Rude and Impudent Contempt of the Religion 
of the State, by Profanation of the Sacred Name of 
God, and notorious Violation of the — of Chri- 
ftianity, to be daily atted without controle. Were they pro- 
portionably ſenfible how far this Rudeneſs ( or rather in- 
conſiderate Folly and Madneſs) exceeds any thing in theſe 
Papers, all their Refſentments nould yas converted into 
Aamiration at their own Stupidity. 

And for the Church Churchmen, they who are not 
wore concerned that ſuch things ſbould be, than that they 
ſhould be ſaid, Dici potuiſſe & non potuiſle refelli, can- 
not certainly be, either good Men, or good Friends to either ; 
and they who are in truth ſo concerned, will rather approve 
ſuch Plain-dealing , and put to their helping hand, than 
quarrel with them who do it. - 
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occaſion opens a Profpe&t into certain neceſſary Means 
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'To the King. 


$S I R, 


Right of Your Government, and the happy 

Adminiſtration thereof, that it may be thought 
Duty, rather than Preſumption, to preſent them .to You. 
Beſides, In each I have uſed that Freedom and Plain- 
dealing, which may need Your ProteQion ; and there- 
fore having done it upon the {60iid grounds of Truth 
and Righteouſneſs, and for the Publick Good, if it be fit 
for You to afford it, it is but reaſonable for me to crave it. 

The one in the Socratick way of QuesTIONs uPp- 
ON THE LATE REvoLuTIONS, leads gently to ſuch 
obvious and plain Concluſions as juſtifte the AQtions 
of Your Self, and of all who have joyned with You 
in, Your late great Undertakings and Accels tothe Go- 
vernment. 

The o:her in the plain way of Narrative and Obſer- 
vations, contains nor only a neceſſary CAVEAT AGAINST 
FLATTERY AND PROPHANATION , - but diſcovers 
and lays open the principal Errors i» Government, and 
Miſcarriages , which have involved the laſt Race of 
Kings ot this Nation, in ſuch fatal Men: as the 
World hath . beheld wich Admiration ; and upon that 


I'H.E Two Papers hereunto annexed, do fo 
| nearly concern Your- Majeſty, that is, the 


fo 


| (2) 
| w make both Prince and People more happy for the 
uture. . 
| - The Providence of God is exattly Uniform in all 
Ages, though through the variety of the A@tions of 
Men, and different Circumſtances thereof, it may ſome- 
times ſeem to ful Spettatgrs various. ews | 
were once the Pechtfer People of God, and,-as ſuch were 
undes a Pecubar Piyine Regarnan ; But they having cor- 
rupted themſelves, and withſtood all the Methods of 
Providence for their Reformation, and being therefore 
rejected, the Chriſtians ſucceed in that State and Pri- 
viledge :: And accordingly we may obſerve the ike 
Methods of Providence in - Occurrences of each. 
» © The due conſideration of. the Sacred Hiſtory of the 
Jews will open - a Proſpe& into the Myſteries and ſe 
cret Providenrial Di of the. Parallel Occurrences of 
this. Nation in this Age; and both compared and well ' 
conſidered extubit : a plain Repreſentation and Pattern 
of what is to be avoided, what to be done, to make 
| all Kings and Queens, and the whole Nation, for the 
| future more happy ia their Government. T% 
1 " Ir pleaſed God by his Providence to give unto Your 
Great Grandfather, King James an Extraordinary Deli- 
| werance in the beginning of his Reign ; And he hath 
| given to Your ſelf as Extraordinary Succeſs, and ( be- 
yond Your expettation ) brought You to, the Throne, 
Sucl! Extraordinary Atts of Providence do always na. 
turally produce Special Obligation of Gratitude and Fide. 
lity, and of Subſervience to ſome Special Exd and De- 
ſign, apparent enough by ſome Indications in the Courſe 
of that Providence, to. ſuch as duly apply themſelves 
to obſerve and conſider it. 

Miſcarriage in ſuch a caſe is ſometimes fatal ;_ but _ | 
always involves and entangles the Party in a. labyrinth | 
of Troubles and Difficulties ; out of which many do 
never extricate themlelves ; though, moſt have ſpace, and | 
| "oy | many | 
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many fair reunities, Invitations, internal Motions 
and external Morives to” corre their Errors before it 
be too late. This was the caſe of King emes, his 
Son, and both his Grandſons ; who fat upon the Throne 
but four Succeſſions, and bur three Generations. | 

But a Prudent, Fairhful and Grateful Obedience to. 
the Will” of God, and Sebſervience to' ſuch Special End 
and Deſign, is uſually not only very ſuccesful in that 
ſpecial matrer, but moreover for the moſt part” 
cures univerſal MOPEny and Happineſs to that Per- 
fon in all things, which "are nor hindered by fome 
particular Miſcarriage. And this I do heartdly wiſh 
may be the caſe of Your Self and Your Royal 
ces "I 4-4hs tithe of | 

Their Miſcarriapes, and "the © Co es 
thereof, are Otis ory Castious to' Tow” not Shy i as 
Common Examples, but as Examples of Your own, and 
Your immediate Predeceſſors, to whom! You facceed in 
Authority ; and more yer, Examples of Your Progeni- 
tors, from whom by the Mother You are perſonally 
deſcended ; a ſpecial Caution of great importance for Your 
greater CircamſpeZtion, leſt by the ſame or the like Mifcar- 
riages You enter into Society or Communion of their 
Guilt, and the fatal Judgments decreed for the fame. 

The Original of their Miſcarriages were committed 
againſt the two great Branches of that Righteouſneſs, 
by which the Throne is Eftabliſhed, Religion towards 
God, and Juſtice toward Men, by King James the Firlt : 
Firſt, by Unſaichfalte to that Providence, which had 
given him fo great a Deliverance, deferting his Call, 
otlaking his Dependance upon God ; and Recourſe for 
his Security to Worldly Wiſdom and Policy. Secondly, 
by Profanation, or abuſe of Religion to ſich Policies : 


i, For his Security, by Illegal Indulgence and Favour 
at home; and unhappy Alliance abroad with Papiſts,, 


2, For the Advancing of -his affc&ed Prerogative ani 
A 2 | Abſolutenets 
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Abſoluteneſs above Law, by Diſpoſing of Eccleſiaſtical 
Benefices and Preferments, with more or no leſs regard to 
that, than to the proper Ends of that ſacred Employment, 
and thereby cacouraging Flatterers, and- turning the 
Church intoa FaQjan. 3. By Diſcouraging and Oppre/- 
frg true Picty: aud Devotion to God, and Conſciencious 
Obſervance of his Laws, . (by, reproachful Names of 
Puritans and Preciſians, and by that impious and 
abominable projet of the Book . of y ow. )- and 
encouraging , Formality and the External Pomp of the 
Church, to gratifie that Faftion. And for Jnjuſftice I 
bave already named the root, of it, AﬀeCtation of un- 
limited 9 9 and- Abſoluteneſs, which produced 
more. Illegal Proceedings and unjuſt Aﬀions, than can 
conveniently be . caumerated here in particular ; and 
beſides,. another FaGtion in the State. Theſe, like 
the. Wicked Policies of Jeroboam, ſtuck {o cloſe to his 
Houſe, and fo; prevailed in. his Polterity, that they pro- 
duced at an the, like unhappy Conſequences ro 
BY | 


m. R ' 

And though it can hardly be imagined, that ſo Wiſe, 
Vertuqus and Generous a Prince as Your Self, ſhould ever + 
fall, eſpecially after ſuch Examples of Caution, into ſuch 
Errors and — {o contrary to Your own Publick 
Declaration, and to the avowed Ends of Your Expediti- 
on : yet if weconlider how many Emineat Perſons, who 
ſeemed ro have been defigned for Great Matters, and 
have been carried on a great way by a very propitious. 
Providence, have notwithſtanding, by ſome unhappy 
Miſcarriage, or Neglect of the, Opportunity put 1nto 
their Hands, interrupted the Courle of that Fayourable 
Providence, and been deſerted by it; it willappear that 
the Caution is not unreaſonable. 

And it will appear the more reaſonable, if we conſi- 
der firſt, The ſubtile inſinuatins and poet Nature of 


' Gin; and from what ſmall Beginnings it inleaſibly grows 


op 
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toa full Maturity. Whereof we have remarkabls 
Hat in the great perſons before "a; fe How 
indulgence-to Papiſts in King James the Firſt, came at 
laſt to ſuch Zeal for Popery m King Jemes the Second, 
as loſt him his Kingdom; How Contempt of Preciſe- 
neſs in King James the firſt, came at laſt todireQt no» 
torious Immorality in both his Grandſons, and in- 
fefted the Nation ; and the like. 2. 'That every Oppor- 
tunity of doing good, is an Obligation to do. it : bur every 
Special and Extraordinary Opportunity and Advantage, 
a Special Obligation of Subſervience to the Providence of 


God upon that occaſion; and ſuch an Obligation as is 


never neglected by any Man without Loſs, Trouble, or 
{ome great Miſchief to himſelf. 

3. And yer the more reaſonable ſtill will it appear, 
if we further conſider the Great 04ligations,. which that 
extraordinary Providence ,. which hath condutted you , 
and the Things, to which it hath led You,. do necefſarily 
inter, both for Caution, and ACQtion, | 

God, by Your Hand, as his viſible Inſtrument, bu 
indeed by his own Inviſible Power and Miniſters, hath 
driven out Popery and Arbitrarineſs before You ; ſubjetted 
a formidable Army,. much more confiderable than Your 
own, unto. Y ou; and brought You with an caſy Courle ro 
the Adminiſtration of the Publick Atairs of the Nation... 
And thus far all is. well. But here we come to a Cri- 
tical Point, and of ſome danger: 1. Leſtit bz thought 
that all is done, and gothing more remaining”: . which 
might produce an unhappy Neglect; through Non-at- 
tendance to Your Calling, and to the further: Deſigns of 
Providence ;. and that a. Relapſe of all again. . 2.  Lzlt 
we fall into the Old unhappy Error, through the Fallacizs 
of that Spurious Wiſdom of. the World : . For though 
there be now no temptation to any Politick Compliance 
with Papilts, yet are there two other Nations of. kin to 
them, which muſt be ſubdued, and all Leagues and Com- 

phance. 
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pliance with them avoided, the Debauched on the'orne 
and the Factious on the other, ( though the De- 
bauched are as morally FaQtious as any ) But by  Fai#ions, 
I intend here: aswell choſe Zealots for the Church of Ex- 
gland, who are really ſuch ( as many are in a high degree) 
as others whoare ſuch for their ſeveral Parties. | 
The true and effeftual way to allay and extinguiſh the 
preſent Fattions, is very plain, if we do but- con the 
Canſes and Occaſions of them : which were RI 
the Princes Favours partially diſpenſed, and Church-Pye- 
ferments accordingly diſpoſed, and fattions Atts of Par- 
liament. It is now known, and believed by Men of 
good intelligence, that got only the then D. of York, but 
K. Charles 2. allo, were intangled in Popery before their 
Return into Exgiand. And tt is therefore not to be 
queſtion'd, but their Counſels, and the Parliament it felf, 
being at firſt undera tranſport, and after corrupted by 
Penſions and ExpeCtations, were through their Means 
influenced by the crafty and buſy Romiſh Agents; who by 
the ſame Means did both promote their own Deſigns, 
and infinuate themſelves iato Favour. They did really 
deſire to have the King abſolute : for a ſingle perſon, they 
knew, was more eaſy to be dealt with, than a mumber of 
Men in Parliament : 'They did really defire very ftrit 
Terms of Conformity and Severity againſt Proteſtant 
Diſfenters to be enacted : for this they foreſaw would the 
more effetually divide the Church and Nation, and {6 
much the more weaken cach pars and give rhem advan- 
rage againlt either, as they occaſion, Theſe were 
both of them plauſible Pretences. And the Impreſſions 
of both are very viſible in divers As of Parliament, e(- 
pecially thoſe which concera Uniformiry, Conventicles, 
Corporations and the Militia, If therefore upon due 
confideration.of this notable Abufe and Impoſture, thoſe 


und ing AQts were all repealed; all unneceſſary 
Terms of Craformicy » Never required in the ancient 


Church, 
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Church, diharges: and things were better ſetled upon a 
New{or rather thetrue A mient) Foundation, more agree- 
able, in the Church,to the Nature of Chriſtianity ; and in 
the State, to the true vh-Conſticution ; the Fattions 
would eaſily be cur'd by Your Peincely Wildom and Mo- 
_— Debauchery fa 
- - Concerning I have ſaid ſo much in the 
latter of theſe Papers, that I aced fay the leſs here : Bur 
this is moſt proper for this place : Whatever Senſual Men. 
may think, it was aot the Power of Your Arms, nor 
the Concurrence of the Nobility and Geatry with You, 
which made YourS»eceſs ſo Great &Extraordinary beyond 
all ExpeCtation, Bur it was the Preſence of certain {vui- 
ſible Powers, and « Secret Divine Majeſty, (far beyond that 
of Crowns and Scepters, ) communicated to You, ( as is 
frequent with, vertuous Men in juſt Undertakiags | 
able to the Defigns of the :Divine Providence, ) which 
made all yield, and give Place, before You. If theſe 
be provornd to withdraw or deſert You, ( which may be 
by Your Neglect or deſerting their Conduft and the Ser» 
vice to. which they lead You, 'or by Indulging any wick- 
edneſs or Profanation in Your felf, or about You, or in 
Your power to reform ; for they are Holy Spirits in your 
caſe imployedupon aHoly work and defign;) YourStrength 
will fuddainly be gone, You wall become like other Men, 
all things will be at a ſtand, go heavily or crols with 
You, and if You ſee not Your Error in time, and amend 
it, You will by degrees be wholly deſerted and left naked, 
And here it may be fit, and [ hope without offence to 
Your Majeſty, to offer to Your Conſideration, whether 
there may not have. been ſome Fault already committed 
in this reſpe&, and rhe Courſe of Providence, which 
moved ſo ſmoothly and effeEtually before, be not ſince 
become thereby more flow and retarded. And the realon 
is. this: There was long ſince « Paper put into your 


hand concerning this matter ; and the Care of it, that it 
might 
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| might not miſcarry through Multiplicicy of Buſine(s (for 


it was thena buſy time ) or Politick Conſiderations, 'not 
long after recommended to one ſpecially. obliged ro be 
concerned for ſuch matters :| but it ſeems to have met 
with no favourable promotion. But our Streets are ſtill 
filled, in the day time, wirh horrid profane — and 
in the night, with laſcivious Negotiations : and all kind 
of Debauchery is ſtill as impudent and rampant as ever, 
without controll. And agreeable thereunto the Courſe 
of our Afﬀairs ſeems ever {ince in ſome things: very- ſlow, 
in ſome ſtationary, and in others plainly retrograde. ' A 
parallel adjudged caſe in the Prophet Heggai may direct 
in the Examination and Reſolution of tlus. 


S IR, 


If Your Zeal for -the Honor and Service of God 
in theſe things, and others to which You aredireced, 
not proper hereto be particularly mentioned, be not an- 
ſwerable'to the Exrraordinary Favours and Defigns of 
Providence, I dare be'bold to fay, You will ſuffer an ar- 
{werable Diminution of Your Majeſty : But if You do 
with all Fidelity and Reſolution attend to Your Call, and 
tollow that Divine ConduQt, it will infallibly lead Yon 
to Great Honour and Satisfatrion here, and Eternal Hap. 
pineſs hereafter. Which rhat You may, is the only End 
of this plain Diſcourſe, and for this End I ſhall in all 
things endeavour to approve my ſelf 


Tour Oledient and moſt Faithful 


Su! ject and Servant.” 


